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Thomas A. George III is a 
distinguished journalist who has spent 
more than 30 years using sports columns 
as his primary medium to humanize 
the people behind the games. A former 
Sports Editor at WKU’s College Heights 

Herald, he served as a columnist/writer 
for the Detroit Free Press, the New York 

Times, the Denver Post, AOL, NFL.com 
and NFL Magazine. In 2006, he began a 
three-year stint with the NFL Network 
as the first managing editor in the 
network’s history. He is currently a 
columnist for SBNation.com.

 At the Denver Post, George was the 
first African-American columnist in the 
100-plus-year history of the newspaper. 
His career has spanned the globe as he 
has covered 26 Super Bowls, 16 NCAA 
Men’s Final Four Tournaments, four 
World Series, three NBA Finals, three 
U.S. Open Tennis Championships and a 
host of other major sports events. He has 
made his mark covering the NFL, and he 

specializes in the athlete profile, a skill he 
has perfected due to strong interpersonal 
communication ability. With vivid, 
precise writing, he tells stories about 
people, their actions, their motivations 
and how they influence the world.

His professional accolades include 
being named the National Association 
of Black Journalists’ Sports Writer of the 
Year for his 10-part series on Alcorn State 
quarterback Steve McNair’s journey 
from college to professional football. He 
was also named 2007 Sports Columnist 
of the Year by the Colorado Free Press 
Association. A natural leader when black 
fraternities were emerging on campus, 
he was recognized by Kappa Alpha Psi 
for his talent and character, and he later 
served as the organization’s President 
and received a national leadership award 
from the fraternity.

A featured lecturer within the 
sports arena and on college campuses, 
George is currently penning a 

biography on the life of global boxing 
icon Emanuel Stewart, and he wrote 
and narrated a documentary on Detroit 
Lions Defensive Tackle Ndamukong 
Suh, which was produced from 
Cameroon, Africa. He also co-authored 
Decade of Champions by Detroit Free Press: 

Michigan Sports Highlights of the ’80s 

and Heir to the Legacy: Mike Holmgren’s 

Green Bay Packers.

Though he has traveled the world 
throughout his career, George has 
always maintained a connection to his 
home, returning to WKU for 20 summers 
to mentor a total of 260 aspiring 
journalists through the Dow Jones-WKU 
Minority Journalism Workshop, and to 
his native Paducah, Ky., to encourage 
students at Paducah Tilghman High 
School to consider careers in media. 
He also mentors his church’s youth to 
intentionally prepare for life through 
Community Baptist Church’s 2050 A.D. 
program in Englewood, N.J.

Thomas A. George III (’82)
Award-winning sports journalist

Favorite WKU memory:  The first day of my first visit to campus—I knew 

that it would forever hold a piece of my heart.

023-026 - HODA.indd   24 11/28/16   3:50 PM


