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One of the most famous musicians 
ever to work in Kentucky, Dr. David 
“Doc” Livingston is a noted composer, 
performer and former teacher in both 
public schools and at WKU. He earned 
his Bachelor of Science degree from WKU 
in 1951, his Master of Arts degree from 
the University of Kentucky in 1952, and 
completed his doctoral work in 1971 at 
Ohio State University.  

Dr. Livingston began his professional 
career in music at age 15 when he arranged 
and played for a dance band in clubs and 
on radio. After graduating from high 
school, he joined the Army infantry but 
was later transferred to the Air Force to 
play with the 4th Air Corps Band at March 
Field in California, where he ultimately 
was assigned to play jazz saxophone.

After his military service, Dr. 

Livingston began his long teaching career, 
starting as a band director. Following an 
18-year stint in public schools, he began 
his tenure at WKU, where he became a 
professor and taught until his retirement in 
1990. While at WKU, Dr. Livingston served 
as Director of Bands and taught courses in 
theory, composition and woodwinds.

A noted composer, Dr. Livingston’s 
works have been performed by the Ohio 
State Symphonic Band, the Ohio All-State 
Band, and the Detroit and Oklahoma City 
symphonies. He also composed music to 
commemorate the University of Kentucky’s 
Commonwealth Stadium dedication in 
1976 and for the Kentucky Bicentennial.

 As a top jazz performer on saxophone 
and keyboard, Dr. Livingston made 
two overseas tours with Billy Vaughn’s 
Hollywood Orchestra, and he has performed 

with some of the greatest jazz artists of our 
time, including Louis Armstrong and Dave 
Brubeck. In 1997, Dr. Livingston, along 
with singer and actress Rosemary Clooney, 
received the Governor’s Award for the 
Arts in Instrumental Music. He was again 
honored in 1998 by his induction into the 
WKU Music Wall of Fame. In 1999, Franklin 
County High School named the Dr. David 
Livingston Band Room in his honor.

Dr. Livingston, who lives in Bowling 
Green, Ky., has been married for 62 years 
to his wife, Joyce, and has two children, 
three musical granddaughters and nine 
great-grandchildren. Dr. Livingston’s 
influences as a musician and teacher 
have touched and changed the lives of 
thousands of students and music lovers 
alike throughout out the world.

Dr. David “Doc” 
Livingston (’51)

Musical composer, performer, teacher

Most Memorable WKU Moment: Playing Benny Goodman’s “Sing, Sing, Sing” with the WKU band at 
halftime to a full stadium

Favorite Career Highlight: Serving with the Gemini dance band and going on USO tours around the world
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