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Rick Loomis is an award-winning 
photojournalist with the Los Angeles 
Times. Having first become interested in 
the field through a high school internship 
at the Palm Beach Post, Loomis earned a 
Bachelor of Arts in Photojournalism with 
a minor in Latin American Studies from 
WKU in 1994, after which he joined the 
staff of the Los Angeles Times.

Loomis spent a month covering the 
aftermath of the September 11 attacks 
before following the United States Marine 
Corps as they invaded Afghanistan. In 
the following decade, he covered the war 
in Afghanistan extensively, spending 
more than two years there all together.   
During that time, he also worked as an 
embedded journalist with the United 
States Army Special Forces. 

In 2003, Loomis again embedded 
with the United States Marine Corps to 

document the invasion of Iraq. In 2004, he 
covered the First Battle of Fallujah, also 
known as Operation Vigilant Resolve, 
and he has made several subsequent trips 
to report on the ongoing situation in Iraq.

Loomis has traveled the world 
documenting conflict and other issues 
in places like Iraq, Israel, Palestine, 
Afghanistan, Lebanon, Vietnam, Kuwait, 
Mexico, Haiti and Cuba. Having worked 
in nearly 50 countries covering war, 
famine, earthquakes, political upheaval 
and the environment, a major career 
highlight for Loomis was being honored 
with the Pulitzer Prize in 2007 for a series 
about the world’s oceans in decline. 

He has also received the Robert F. 
Kennedy Award (2013, 2014), The Hillman 
Prize for Photo Journalism (2005, 2013), the 
Scripps Howard Foundation’s National 
Journalism Award (2007, 2012), and the 

NPPA’s Photographer of the Year. Loomis’s 
work has also been recognized by the 
Society of Professional Journalists, and he is 
a recipient of the John B. Oakes Award for 
Outstanding Environmental Journalism.

A professional with varied teaching 
and lecturing experience, he has presented 
his work at USC, WKU, UCLA, Elon 
University (North Carolina), Northern 
Arizona State University, Cal State 
Fullerton, San Jose State, Indiana University 
and Ohio University. With a dedication 
to giving back to young photojournalists, 
Loomis has served as a faculty member for 
both the Eddie Adams Workshop and the 
Mountain Workshops in Kentucky.

He has been married to fellow Los 
Angeles Times photojournalist Liz. O. 
Baylen since 2011.

Rick Loomis (’94)
Pulitzer Prize-winning photojournalist

Most Memorable WKU Moments: Making lifelong friends, receiving an excellent education, and being 
privy to a plethora of great experiences

Favorite Career Highlight: Being honored with the Pulitzer Prize in 2007, a culmination of an “amazing 
20-plus-year rollercoaster ride”


