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Retired Col. Gary “Mickey” Riggs is 
a distinguished U.S. Army veteran and 
former leader of the ROTC Program at 
WKU. A member of the football team, he 
earned his Bachelor of Science in English 
from WKU in 1958 and his Master of Arts 
in Education in 1974. After graduation, 
Riggs entered the U.S. Army in 1960, 
where he served as a member of the elite 
Special Forces known as the Green Berets, 
and completed four combat tours in 
Vietnam and Laos.

While Riggs was completing his 
master’s degree at WKU before taking 
his next assignment with the Special 
Forces, WKU President Dero Downing 
asked then-Maj. Riggs to take over the 
floundering ROTC program. Under his 
leadership, the program went from 63 

cadets to 432 top-quality young men and 
women in just three years. His leadership, 
innovation and determination saved 
the program, which was in danger of 
termination.

Following his tour with WKU ROTC, 
Riggs continued his distinguished career 
with the Army. He commanded the 
3rd Brigade, 2nd ROTC Region at Fort 
Knox and later commanded Fort McCall 
Training Facility at Fort Bragg where all 
U.S. Army Special Forces are trained. 
Until recently, he continued to serve 
as a consultant for developing special 
operations doctrine and training, and as 
a guest lecturer at the Army War College. 
Riggs commanded the 3rd Special Forces 
unit in Panama and the U.S. Military 
Group in Venezuela. He also led a number 

of classified clandestine operations in 
foreign countries.  

Riggs’ decorations include the 
Legion of Merit, eight Army Air Medals 
for gallantry in aerial combat, six Bronze 
Stars for valor and bravery in combat, 
multiple Purple Hearts for combat 
wounds, the Combat Infantryman 
Badge, two Meritorious Service Medals, 
four Army Commendation Medals, the 
Airborne Master Parachutist Badge, and 
many other foreign awards for bravery 
and service. He is a member of the WKU 
ROTC Hall of Fame.

He and his high school sweetheart, 
Margaret, were married for 59 years. 
Riggs resides in Bowling Green, Ky., and 
has three sons and five grandchildren.

Most Memorable WKU Moment: When the WKU family—including Coach E.A. Diddle, his football 
teammates, President Kelly Thompson, and his secretary, Mrs. Georgia Bates—provided his young family 
with tickets to go home to Virginia for his stepfather’s funeral and took care of all the details

Favorite Career Highlights: Serving with great soldiers as a member of the Green Berets and commanding 
the WKU ROTC Program, which was noted as one of the top four programs in the nation
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