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Dr. Chester C. Travelstead was a nationally recognized educator. 
After his graduation from Bowling Green High School and 

the Kentucky Military Institute, Travelstead enrolled at what was 
then Western Kentucky State Teachers College. While at WKU, 
Travelstead served as a yell leader for the Topper Squad and was a 
member of the band. He graduated in 1933 with a major in French 
and minors in English and Music, and he later earned his M.A. in 
Music from Northwestern University and his Ph.D. in Education 
from the University of Kentucky. He met his wife, Marita (’34), at 
WKU, and they had two sons, Chester and Jimmie. His mother 
taught Music Education at WKU for 44 years.

Following several years as a professional jazz musician in New 
York and then several in public school administration, Travelstead 
was commissioned into the United States Navy in 1943 and was a 
communications offi  cer on an attack transport in the Pacifi c. 

He began his higher education career in 1951 at the 
University of Georgia, before becoming Dean of the School of 
Education at the University of South Carolina in 1953. After the 
1954 Supreme Court Brown vs. Board of Education decision, 
Travelstead delivered an on-campus speech titled “Today’s 
Decisions for Tomorrow’s Schools” to South Carolina teachers 
attending a summer conference on teacher education. In it, he 
cited integration as one of the challenges facing public schools, 
and he stated, “We as educators of the South must begin to 
prepare for integration.” This talk led to Travelstead’s dismissal 
by the University’s Board of Trustees.

In 1956, he became Dean of the University of New 
Mexico’s College of Education. At the time of his hire, UNM 
President Tom Popejoy said Dr. Travelstead’s support of 
integration and dismissal at South Carolina was more of a 
recommendation than an indictment. Travelstead completed 
his career as UNM’s first Provost and retired as Provost 
Emeritus in 1977. During his career, he served on several 
national higher education accreditation boards. 

In 2003, the fl agship building of UNM’s seven-building 
College of Education complex was named for Travelstead. In 
2005 a seminar room at the University of South Carolina was 
named for him, and the Travelstead Courage in Education 
Award was created. Following Travelstead’s retirement, he 
remained active in civic and cultural areas, serving in such 
diverse capacities as Chair of the New Mexico Symphony 
Orchestra and a member of the governor-appointed, state-
wide Judicial Standards Board. He continued in leadership 
roles in New Mexico until his death in 2006. 
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